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The International Steering Committee includes appointed 
and elected representatives from each of 10 ICW Regional 
Networks of Women Living with HIV. We thank the women 
who have served for their dedication, commitment and 
service to ICW.

Asia Pacific
Rebecca Matheson 
Baby Rivona 
Rebecca Kubunavanua

Caribbean
Olive Edwards 

Central Africa
Sandrine Kaffo
Fetia Donatienne (Alternate)

Eastern Africa
Teresia Otieno (Chair post  
April 2014)

Europe and Central Asia
Olena Stryzhak

Latin America
Arely Cano (Vice Chair)
Patricia Perez,
Marina Soto Calderón
Damaris Griñan Terry
Ruth Linares Hidalgo (Alternate) 

Middle East and North Africa
Souhalia Ben Said
Rita Wahab

North America
Deloris Dockrey
Jessica Whitbread (Chair until 
March 2014)

Southern Africa
Kenole Leinatsela (Vice Chair)
Jennifer Gatsi (Alternate)

West Africa
Elizabeth Monisola Ajiboye
Fatou Sanyang (Alternate)
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Established in 1992 by women living with HIV as a response to the consistent silencing 
and marginalizing of the concerns of women living with HIV, the ICW network has been 
at the forefront of ensuring that women living with HIV are at the center of responses 
to HIV and AIDS since its inception. ICW continues to influence and contribute to 
movements for social change including women’s movement, the feminist movement  
and the sexual and reproductive rights movement. 

We operate at multiple levels, individual, local, national, regional and global. In all of 
our work, it is the grassroots voices and experiences of women living with HIV, and our 
daily struggles and lived realities that inform and shape the ICW agenda. ICW places 
self-determination at the core of our ethos. Our values ensure we are inclusive, address 
women’s inequality, are committed to transformative advocacy and that we see self-care 
as a vital component for our members.

Our Vision
We envision a world where all women and girls living with HIV live free of gender 
oppression, realizing and claiming our full rights inclusive of sexual, reproductive, legal, 
social, economic and health rights.

Our Mission
We exist to lead efforts towards securing and improving the quality of life for women 
living with HIV. We do this by mobilizing, organizing, advocating, mentoring and raising 
consciousness on the issues that directly impact our lives.

O
ur V

ision, O
ur M

ission

The International Community of 
Women Living with HIV (ICW) is 
the only global network governed 
by and for women living with HIV. 
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I would like to take this opportunity to celebrate our accomplishments for the past 
one year. I am proud of ICW’s staff and the International Steering Committee for the 
commitment and dedication to the organization. Jointly we succeeded in closing our 
ICW Global Offi ce in Buenos Aires, Argentina and relocating in Nairobi, Kenya. We are 
thankful to the many individuals that spent many hours to work on the transition. 

We have made some strides in the last year which include; setting up our new offi ce, 
hiring the staff, having a new constitution, launching our 2014-2016 ICW Global Strategic 
Plan and Advocacy Strategy. In addition to this we launched the campaign “I AM ICW”. 
This has been a momentous year for ICW, and as the Chair, I have been able to see the 
heart and witness fi rsthand the shared dedication to improving the lives of women living 
with HIV around the world. I am continuously inspired by our sisterhood and by the 
power of our network to effect change in the lives of women.

“I know that for over 17 million women currently living with HIV and the many women, 
young women, and girls who will face a new HIV diagnosis this year, the epidemic is far 
from over. Women living with HIV around the world continue to experience persistent 
challenges to accessing comprehensive HIV services including for prevention, treatment, 
care and support, comprehensive Sexual Reproductive & Health Rights services and 
with escalated levels of stigma and discrimination, human right violations and gender 
based violence. As the only Global Network of WLHIV we must continue to ensure that 
the lived realities of women living with HIV are not erased from the global agenda as we 
enter the post-2015 era.”

Thank you to our partners for all their support. But a special thank you to all ICW 
members who have been the backbone that supported this process. Together we are 
moving mountains, collective working to end gender oppression and changing the lives 
for ALL women living with HIV in the world. 

Nothing for us, without us. 

Teresia Njoki 

Dear Sisters,

I am proud and honored 
to be writing this to 
open our fi rst annual 
report from our new 
ICW Global Offi  ce from 
Nairobi, Kenya. 
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Our unique and global sisterhood continues to grow from its humble beginnings and 
has truly become the premier global network on gender and HIV. Our network refl ects 
a truly diverse community that thrives on challenging the cultural norms that continue 
to oppress us. Many women have played key roles large and small in seeing our 
organization through challenging times and ensuring ICW’s resurgence.

Over the past year we have made progressive steps towards a new approach to the HIV 
response globally. I am grateful for the ongoing commitment and enthusiasm of our 
membership and regional and national networks of women living with HIV. Together 
we have realigned our priorities and reenergized the network to better respond to the 
critical issues impacting the lives of women living with HIV at the national, regional and 
global levels. These steps mark the beginning of a global mobilization towards more 
effective advocacy strategies. Importantly, this work positions women and girls living with 
HIV within a new framework for action.

Our resurgence comes at a time when the HIV response globally is in a time of transition and 
we face the possibility that many of the issues we have fought to raise in the global agenda 
and efforts that remain essential to the preservation of the rights of women living with HIV 
may lose ground in the post- 2015 agenda. We are equipped to meet this challenge.

With our small but dedicated staff secretariat, ICW has achieved great outcomes this year. I am 
extremely thankful for their skills, passion, diversity, and capacity to meet all the challenges and 
demands. Most of all, I am in awe of their absolute loyalty to the membership.

I am most looking forward to continued opportunities to work closely with members 
around the work to support and enhance their advocacy and strengthen connections 
between networks of women living with HIV.

Together we are powerful and together we can seize this critical formative moment 
for the HIV response and to reshape it for the benefi t of those most central to it: 
Women and Girls living with HIV.

Rebecca Matheson

Re
fl e

ct
io

ns
 G

lo
ba

l D
ir

ec
to

r As a woman living with HIV and a long 
time advocate and activist with ICW I am 
thrilled to have been recently appointed as 
ICW’s new Global Director. I am particularly 
excited to take on this new role within ICW 
because I believe that the network is poised 
for even greater collective and collaborative 
impact on the issues impacting the lives of 
women living with HIV.
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Year in Review
2014 has been a remarkable year for ICW! Our global office has moved 
continents, we have expanded the ranks of ICW members and staff 
and in partnership with ICW regional networks around the world 
ICW has reinvigorated our advocacy efforts at the global level. We 
launched a three-year strategic plan to sharpen our advocacy. ICW 
regional networks have been incredibly active working at the country 
and regional efforts to fight against egregious human rights abuses 
experienced by women living with HIV and dangerous legislation,  
and to ensure that the voices of women living with HIV are heard.  
We are very proud of our collective achievements this year and we  
have highlighted some of them below: 

Moving to Nairobi!
In October of 2013, the ICW International Steering Committee (ISC) voted to relocate 
the ICW Global International Support Office (ISO) from Buenos Aires, Argentina to 
Nairobi, Kenya. We continue to thank our sisters in Latin America for their service 
to the network! On June 2nd 2014 our new office in Nairobi opened, we received 
a warm Karibu Sana welcome from the women of ICW Kenya and were supported 
in our transition by the team at ICW East Africa who acted as our steward and fiscal 
agent as we established the ICW Trust in Kenya. We took the opportunity to revise our 
Constitution and to strengthen our internal accountability mechanisms.

At the time this report went to print in the (2014 financial year) we had grown the global 
office with six Kenyan based staff and four staff working virtually to make a strong team 
of ten passionate, highly committed staff.

Working together
ICW created key spaces for women living with HIV to connect on key issues and to help 
guide the work of the organization through our working groups. This year we created 
Financial Resources and Accountability, Human Resources, Advocacy, Forced & Coerced 
Sterilization, Global Fund, Strategic Planning, Transition and Robert Carr Consortia 
Working Groups.

Strategic Plan & Advocacy 
Our advocacy has brought to light critical human rights abuses experienced by women 
living with HIV including violations of sexual and reproductive rights such as Forced 
and coerced sterilization, and addressed the critical issues of stigma and discrimination, 
criminalization, domestic violence and other forms of private and institutionalized violence 
against women living with HIV. Our efforts have spurred litigation, action and a global 
dialogue about the human and sexual, reproductive health rights of women living with HIV.

WE have developed an exciting new strategic plan that will strengthen the power of our 
advocacy efforts, empower our leaders and focus our efforts on a priority list of advocacy 
issues at the global level including: Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights, Ending 
criminalization, Ending Violence Against Women Living with HIV, Economic Justice and 
Treatment Access. This year we prioritized global forced and coerced sterilization and 

9
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the criminalization of HIV non-disclosure 
and key populations in our global 
advocacy work.

ICW’s global advocacy work reflects a 
strategic process to influence the policies 
and practices that affect yours, mine and the 
lives of all women and girls living with HIV. 
We have set a strong agenda for the next 
three years by strategically targeting areas 
that are underrepresented in the global 
response and streamlining our efforts to 
focus on issue areas where women living 
with HIV are disproportionately impacted 
by human rights abuses.

Key Platform 
Participation
UNAIDS Dialogue Platform 
GCWA 
Interagency task team 
Global Plan / Global Steering Group 
WHO Guideline Review Committee 
Commission on the Status of Women 
Beijing20+ 
AIDS 2014 
WHO PADO working group 
Stigma Index 
Global Fund Communities Delegation 
USCA 2013 
Funders Concerned about AIDS 
US Conference on AIDS 
ICAAP 2013 
ICASA 2013 
WGNRR Feminist Convening 
HIV Young Leaders Fund 
GNP+ / UNAIDS Scale up access to 
treatment for Adolescents

Sexual and Reproductive 
Health and Rights
ICW promotes the full realization of 
the sexual and reproductive health and 
rights of women and girls living with HIV, 
including the right to have fulfilling sexual 
lives and express our sexual identities, 
including: the right to make autonomous 

decisions about whether we will marry and 
whether we will have children, freedom 
from all forms of violence and the right 
to make those decisions with access to 
comprehensive information about our 
bodies, sexuality, and the full range of 
reproductive choices.

ICW has defined a strong focus on SRHR 
in its advocacy strategy for the next three 
years focusing on education, capacity 
development, advocacy, litigation and 
documenting the lived experiences of 
women and girls living with HIV.

In November 2013, with support from 
UNAIDS, ICW received a small grant to 
amp up advocacy around the forced and 
coerced sterilization of women living with 
HIV. The grant focused on supporting 
the ongoing advocacy and direct actions 
of ICW and partners to raise awareness 
and support around the Namibian 
forced sterilization case. In addition 
there were two regional convenings with 
ICW members, researchers, lawyers and 
women’s rights activists in Johannesburg 
and Nairobi.

We were highly active during the 
Commission on the Status of Women 
where we partnered on two sessions 
and engaged in civil disobedience to 
bring attention to the issue of forced and 
coerced sterilization as well as released a 
statement about the Namibian court case. 

ICW continues to be an active Global 
Plan working group member and 10
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participated in the IATT and Global Health forums. In particular, ICW has been active on 
the community engagement-working group in partnership with GNP+ we completed a 
comprehensive multi-country family planning and rights research study. 

Criminalization
Criminalization of HIV and key populations continues to be a priority for our work. This 
year ICW worked strategically with the Canadian HIV Legal Network, AIDS Free World 
and other local partners on the ground to draw global attention to the harmful impact 
of HIV specifi c laws and policies in countries such as Uganda Canada and Australia.

We proudly partnered on the global planning committee for the Beyond Blame: 
HIV Criminalization, Pre Conference to AIDS 2014 as well as partnered with the 
Canadian HIV Legal Network on Criminalization: A Feminist Dialogue Conference 
in Toronto, Canada where our members talked tho their personal experiences of 
criminalisation and highlighted the lifelong impacts of criminalisation of HIV. 

This year the International Steering committee and, staff engaged in robust dialogue 
to ensure commitment to building our advocacy portfolio to explicitly include the key 
populations, resulting in sensitivity trainings and workshops for staff and members. 
In 2013, we created anti-discrimination policy that enshrines a commitment to diversity 
and women from marginalised key populations. 11
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Since restructuring into autonomous regions in 2009, ICW has expanded our reach 
adding new ICW regional networks in the Middle Eastern and North African (MENA), 
the Caribbean, and Central African region. ICW has changed laws and policies, led 
participatory research on sexual health and reproductive rights (SRHR), access to 
treatment, care and support (ACTS), and built a political voice for women living with HIV 
in Africa. We have emerged stronger and more focused and ICW remains universally 
recognized as the leading voice on issues impacting women living with HIV. ICW is 
strong, relevant and poised to maximize the benefits of enhanced capacity and to 
address the needs of women living with HIV in the post-2015 agenda. Together our 
voices are powerful.

This year at the global level we signed new MOUs with new partners the Women’s 
Global Network of Reproductive Rights, HIV Young Leaders Fund and the Canadian  
HIV/AIDS Legal Network, while at the same time continuing to nurture our long standing, 
preexisting relationships. We have prioritized reaching out to work with non-traditional 
partners to assist in building bridges between feminist movements in line with our  
Global Advocacy Agenda. We will focus on relationship building as we move forward. 

In
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gt
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ng An exciting addition to the 
strategic plan and network 
strengthening priority saw us 
working solidly to rebuild a 
vibrant movement of powerful 
and informed women living with 
HIV who can claim their rights at 
a personal and societal level.

Interim Global director. Jessica signs 
MOU with ICW Kenya
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Nothing for Us, 
Without Us!
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Hudson & Associates 
Certified Public Accountant (Kenya) 

Bruce House 10th, Standard Street 
P.O Box 4984 00200, Nairobi 

Tel.020 - 224706

Auditor’s Report
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The ISC of INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY OF WOMEN LIVING WITH HIV present their report 
together with the audited fi nancial statements for the year ended 30 June 2014, which disclose the 
state of affairs of INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY OF WOMEN LIVING WITH HIV.

Activities

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY OF WOMEN LIVING WITH HIV provides training, care and guidance 
to women living with HIV across the Globe.

Results 

The Surplus for the year was USD 154,736 (Kshs 13,152,549) and has been transferred to Reserves.

Management

The following are members of senior management during the year:

 International Steering Committee

  Chair: Teresia Njoki
  Treasurer: Olena Stryzhak
  Secretary Ex Offi cio: Rebecca Matheson

 Trustees

  Teresia Njoki
  Rebecca Matheson
  Deloris Dockrey

Auditors

Messrs.’ Hudson & Associates were appointed auditors during the year and have indicated their 
willingness to continue in offi ce in accordance with Section 159(2) of the Societies Act.

By Order of the Board
Secretary

Global Director
Rebecca Matheson

International Community of Women Living with HIV 
Report of International Steering Committ ee 
For year ending 30th June 2014
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International Steering Committee is required to prepare fi nancial statements for each fi nancial year 
which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the Organization as at the end of the fi nancial 
year and the results of its operations for the year then ended. In preparing those fi nancial statements 
the ISC is required to:

 Select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

 Make judgments and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

 State whether applicable accounting standards have been followed;

 Prepare fi nancial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume 
that the Organization will continue in operation.

ISC is responsible for keeping proper accounting records, which disclose with reasonable accuracy 
at any time the fi nancial position of the Organization and enable them to ensure that the fi nancial 
statements comply with International Financial Reporting Standards and the Act. It is responsible for 
safeguarding the assets of the Organization and hence taking reasonable steps for the prevention 
and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

ISC accepted responsibility for the annual fi nancial statements set out on pages 20 to 25 which 
have been prepared using appropriate accounting policies supported by reasonable and prudent 
judgements, and estimates, in conformity with International Financial Reporting Standards and 
comply with the Act.

 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

Chair Global Director

Date: 3rd December 2014 Date: 3rd December 2014

International Community of Women Living with 
HIV Statement of International Steering Committ ee’s 
Responsibility for the Financial Statements
For year ending 30th June 2014
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Report of the independent auditors to the members of INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY OF WOMEN LIVING WITH HIV

Report on the financial statements

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY OF 
WOMEN LIVING WITH HIV, which comprise of the balance sheet as at June 30, 2014 and the income 
statement, statement of changes in equity and cash flow statement for the year then ended, and  
a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory notes.

International Steering Committees responsibility for the financial statements

The ISC is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in 
accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards. This responsibility includes: designing, 
implementing and maintaining internal control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of 
financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error; selecting 
and applying appropriate accounting policies; and making accounting estimates that are reasonable 
in the circumstances.

Auditor’s responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We 
conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing. Those standards require 
that we comply with ethical requirements and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures 
in the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgment, including the 
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or 
error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity’s 
preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures 
that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the entity’s internal control. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness 
of the accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by the 
committee, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis 
for our audit opinion.

Opinion

In our opinion, the financial statements give a true and fair view of the financial position of 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY OF WOMEN LIVING WITH HIV as of 30 June 2014 and of its 
financial performance and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with International 
Financial Reporting Standards and comply with the Societies Act.

HUDSON & ASSOCIATES 
Certified Public Accountants 
Nairobi 
Date:

International Community of Women Living with HIV 
Report of the Independent Auditors  
For year ending 30th June 2014
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Income and Expenditure   

   

  Note Actual Actual

 Jun-14 Jun-14

  USD  Kshs 

Income   

Income 8 283,330 24,083,050 

Total Income 283,330 24,083,050 

    

Recurrent expenditure   

Administrative costs 9 13,085 1,112,265 

Program Costs 10 21,209 1,802,805 

Technical Assistance & Capacity 
Development 11 19,593 1,665,431 

FinanceCost 12  1,030 87,550 

Staff Costs 13 66,680 5,667,771 

Depreciation 3  1,403  119,242 

Total recurrent expenditure 123,001 10,455,064 

Net Surplus (Deficit) 160,329 13,627,986 

Capital Expenditure  5,593  475,437 

Net Surplus (Deficit) after Capital 
Expenditure 154,736 13,152,549 

The notes on pages 24 form an integral part of these financial statements.

International Community of Women Living with HIV 
Financial Statements 
For year ending 30th June 2014
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Balance sheet      

     

Notes Jun-14   Jun-14

 USD    Kshs 

EQUITY

Excess Receipt over Expenditure 7 160,329   13,627,986 

Total Equity 160,329   13,627,986 

Current Liabilities      

Payables 5  2,834    240,918 

Total Current Liabilities  2,834    240,918 

163,164   13,868,903 

Represented by      

Non Current Assets      

Property Plant & Equipments 3  4,191    356,195 

 4,191    356,195 

Current Assets      

Recievables 4  1,612    136,989 

Cash and Bank 6 157,361   13,375,720 

158,973   13,512,708 

     

     

Net Assets 163,164   13,868,903 

The notes on pages 24 form an integral part of these financial statements.

 

International Community of Women Living with HIV 
Financial Statements 
For year ending 30th June 2014
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Statement of changes in Equity   

   

  Note 
Fund  

Recerves Total

  Kshs  Kshs 

Balance at 01-07-2013 –

Net Surplus (Deficit) 13,152,549 13,152,549 

Addition During the Year – –

Balance at 30-06-2014 13,152,549  13,152,549 

USD USD

Balance at 01-07-2013

Net Surplus (Deficit) 154,736 154,736 

Addition During the Year – –

Balance at 30-06-2014 154,736 154,736 

The notes on pages 24 form an integral part of these financial statements.

International Community of Women Living with HIV 
Financial Statements 
For year ending 30th June 2014
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Cash flow statement   

   

  Note Jun-14 Jun-14

  USD  Kshs 

Cash generated from operating activities    

Profit from operations 160,329 13,627,986

Depreciations 1,403 119,242

Adjusted Profit/(Loss) before changes  
in working capital 161,732 13,747,228

Decrease/(increase) in accounts receivables (1,612) (136,989)

Increase/(decrease) in Account payables 2,834 240,918

Net cash from operating activities 1,223 103,929

Investing activities

Acquisition of capital assets ( 5,593.38) ( 475,437)

Net cash used in investing activities ( 5,593.38) ( 475,437)

Financing activities

Equity –

Net Cash Used in Financing Activity –

Increase/(decrease) in cash and  
cash equivalents 157,361 13,375,720

Balance at 01-07-2013 –

Balance at 30-06-2014 157,361 13,375,720

The notes on pages 24 form an integral part of these financial statements.

International Community of Women Living with HIV 
Financial Statements 
For year ending 30th June 2014
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Notes forming part of the financial statements

1. Organization Information

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY OF WOMEN LIVING WITH HIV provides training, care and 
guidance to women living with HIV across the Globe 

2. Principal accounting policies

a) Basis of preparation

The financial statements have been prepared on the historical cost basis of accounting.

b) Statement of compliance

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the policies and 
guidelines of INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY OF WOMEN LIVING WITH HIV.

c) Receipt recognition

Receipts are recognized in the period of receipt by reference to completion of the 
specific transaction involved.

d) Expenditure

Expenditure is recognized and recorded on an accruals basis and analyzed according  
to budget lines.

e) Property and equipment

Property and equipment used within the organization and purchased from receipts  
for those specific purposes are capitalized on acquisition as fixed asset expense.  
The question of ownership of such assets is subject to various agreements between  
the donors and the organization. 

All other property and equipment are stated at historical cost less accumulated 
depreciation. Historical cost includes expenditure that is attributable to the acquisition 
of the items. Depreciation is calculated on the reducing balance basis, at annual rates 
estimated to write off carrying values of the assets over their expected useful lives.

The annual depreciation rates in use are:

Computers 30% per annum 
Equipment 12.5% per annum 
Furniture and Fittings  12.5% per annum 

Depreciation is charged in the year of acquisition on time apportionment basis.

International Community of Women Living with HIV 
Financial Statements 
For year ending 30th June 2014
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f) Inventories

Inventories of stationery are expensed to the income statement when incurred.

g) Related parties

Receipts and expenditure received/incurred on behalf of other related body offices are 
reflected as payables/ receivables.

h) Taxation

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY OF WOMEN LIVING WITH HIV is a nongovernmental 
organization and therefore is not liable to corporate tax. 

i) Cash and cash equivalents.

For the purposes of the cash flow statement, cash and cash equivalents comprise of cash 
at hand and bank.

j) Equity

The capital reserve represents funds committed in non-current assets.

International Community of Women Living with HIV 
Financial Statements 
For year ending 30th June 2014
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The International Steering Committee and staff of ICW 
would like to thank these individuals and organisations for 
their ongoing generous support and collaboration during 
2013/2014.

All past and current members for their patience, guidance, 
commitment, vision and contributions of their, time, 
energy, spirit and enthusiasm.

AVAC

Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network

Ford Foundation

GCWA

Georgetown University Law Centre

Global Fund

GNP+

Hothouse Design

IAVI

ICW regional networks

ICW Kenya

Jantine Jacobi

NEPHAK

Oxfam Novib

Robert Carr Networks Fund

Salamander Trust

Stop AIDS Now

The ATHENA Network

Team of Interpreters and translators

UNAIDS

UN Women

USAID/International AIDS Vaccine Initiative

Vicci Tallis

Women’s Global Network on Reproductive Rights

World Health Organization
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